
Here are some modern definitions that Liz Schiferl excerpted from "How to Be an Antiracist" by Ibram X. Kendi. 

RACE: A power construct of collected or merged differences that lives socially.

Biological* racist: One who is expressing the idea that the races are meaningfully different in their biology and that these 
differences create a hierarchy of values.

Biological* 
antiracist:

One who is expressing the idea that the races are meaningfully the same in their biology and there are 
no genetic racial differences

*There are similar definitions like above for Ethnic, Culture, Body, Behavior, and Color racism. The key part of each definition 
is that the racist version uses the characteristic to create a hierarchy of values, while the antiracist version does not.

RACIST: One who is supporting a racist policy through their actions or inaction or expressing a racist idea
ANTIRACIST: One who is supporting an antiracist policy through their actions or inaction or expressing an antiracist 

idea

Assimilationist 
(Racist):

One who is expressing the racist idea that a racial group is culturally or behaviorally inferior and is 
supporting cultural or behavioral enrichment programs to develop that racial group.

Segregationist 
(Racist):

One who is expressing the racist idea that a permanently inferior group can never be developed and is 
supporting policy that segregates away that racial group.

Antiracist: One who is expressing the idea that racial groups are equals and none needs developing, and is 
supporting policy that reduces racial inequity.

Neutral or not 
racist:

Does not exist

Note: being racist or antiracist is fluid and can change moment to moment.


